
Excellent (A) Good (B) Acceptable (C )   Incomplete (D) Fails Expectations (F)

Assignment (10%) Student fulfills all 
requirements: due
dates met, format is 
standard.

Student fulfills all 
requirements, few 
formatting issues

Student fulfills all 
requirements, some 
formatting issues

Student may hand in
paper late, format is
not acceptable.

Paper not handed in.

Thesis (20%) Student’s thesis is a
clear, arguable,
well developed,
original and definitive
thesis statement
statement of position.

Student's thesis is a
clear,
arguable and
definitive statement
of position.

Student's thesis is
clear and arguable.

Student's thesis is a
state of one or more
points but is not
arguable.

Student's paper does
not have a thesis
statement.

Introduction (10%) Introduction includes
a provocative
opening statement
that is neither
general nor
"sweeping."
Introduction
logically leads up to
the thesis statement
and clearly indicates
the
specific texts that will
be used
throughout the paper
to support the
thesis statement.

Introduction includes
an opening
statement that is
thoughtful.
Introduction logically
leads up to
the thesis and clearly
indicates
the specific texts that
will be
used throughout the
paper.

Introduction logically
leads
up to the thesis
statement
and indicates the
specific
texts that will be used
through the paper.

Student's introduction
is not coherent and
may be repetitive.
Does not lead up to a
logical thesis
statement and alludes
to no secondary or
primary sources.

Student's intro
paragraph is
nonexistent or
constructed in a way
that it has nothing to
do with the
paragraphs that
follow.

Body Paragraphs and 
Textual Support (30%)

Each body paragraph
coheres around
one main point
supported by textual
evidence. The student
is able to relate each
main point and textual
reference to the thesis

Each body paragraph
coheres
around one main
point and is
supported by textual
evidence.
Each body paragraph 
ends with a

Body paragraphs may
not cohere around one
point. Too many
points may be
included, and as a
result, do not provide
a thorough discussion 
of textual evidence.

Student paper refers
to outside texts but
provides no quotes or
specific context to
relate to the class.
Body paragraphs are
short and not  
substantive.

Student's paper
provides no textual
evidence/support.



statement.
Each body paragraph
ends with a
strong transition
sentence.

transition sentence. Student may struggle
to transition between
paragraphs.

Clarity and 
Organization (10%)

Student's paper has
proper
punctuation, grammar
and spelling.
Student's word
choice/ prose is
sophisticated and
makes sense.
There is a clear and
logical flow to
the way that the
sentences are
organized.

Student's paper has
proper
punctuation, grammar
and spelling.
Student's word
choice/ prose is
sophisticated and
makes sense.
There is a clear and
logical flow to
the way that the
sentences are 
structured.

Student's paper has a
few pronounced
grammatical and
spelling errors.
Student's prose is
sometimes unclear.

Student did not
proofread and the
paper is filled with
grammatical spelling
errors.

Student did not
proofread and the
paper is filled with
grammatical spelling
errors.

Conclusion (10%) Student's final
paragraph offers a
coherent summary of
points offered
throughout the paper.
Student may leave the
reader with a
provocative statement
or question to ponder.

Student's final
paragraph offers a
coherent summary of
points offered
throughout the paper.

Student's final
paragraph offers a
coherent summary of
points offered
throughout the paper.

Final paragraph may
not summarize the
points of the paper,
may be too short for a
proper conclusion, or
may not offer a
conclusion at all.

Paper does not offer a
conclusion.

Works Cited (10%) Student follows
proper MLA citation
format, complete with
works cited list.

Student follows
MLA citation
format, works cited list
included, may have 
few errors

MLA format has some 
issues, does not cite 
sources, or uses 
sources that are
not academic.

Student does not cite
sources or uses
sources that are not
academic.

Incomplete or
missing.


